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COME NOW, AND LET US REASON TOGETHER.—iSAIAH I, 18. 
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EDITED FY REV. RICHARD CARRIQUE.——-HARTIORKD, CONN. J. RUSSELL, PRINTER. if 
Bi PER ANN. IN ADVANCE. | SATURDAY, MAY 11, 1822. [VOL. L.—NO, XIV. Te 
incenasesanet —— t 
From the N. Y. Gospel Herald. They tellus, that the scriptures teach endless misery in “a 
- the clearest terms possible ; and in justification of this, ay 
AN APPEAL TO THE WORLD. they cite passages which assert that unbelievers shall be, i” 
— orare damned. Since sinners, say they, are damned, it " | 
| Concluded from page 97.] |is not possible that they can be made happy. All who are ae | 
QUESTIONS TO BE ANSWERED. tamned must be miserable for ever.—But when addressing s 
Pee , ... {their self-styled e/ect, they inform them that they were im ow 
Where ts your authority for denying the most positive |, state of damnation, but were snatched therefrom by the yi 
iid unequivocal declarations of the Lord Jesus Christ, re-; epccial agency of God. This dammation necessarily Weans re 
lative to his coming in the “ glory of his Father,” &c.! endjoss misery ; but the clect experience it only lor u sea AR 
which are contained as follows—Matt. x. 23. “ Verily | cop ' " ; at 
I say unto you, ye shall not have gone over the cities ot is-| They tell us that men are not elected on account of thei - 'y 
rael till the Son of man 4 come.’’—xvi. 27,22. Por the! vood works, or uny thing virtuous in them. but on the + ¢ 
Son of man shall come in the glory of his Father, with bis, other hand they say, if the elect were as vicious, or as sin- 4 


works. Verily | say unto you, there be some standing | in other words, good works are sinful ip the sight of Goa, 
here, which shall not taste of death, till they see the Son of 'but these are the only conditions on which eternal blesseci- ri 

. ° . . a. ] omates aw . ; 
man confing in his kiugdom.”—xxiv. 34.“ Verily | say | ness is suspended. 


b 

J k 

refs: len be shall r ud - mia courting to hi. : . : er : Can ‘ , ee eit 
ngelis ; “len LE sualt reWird Every Man accurins “sul as other men, they woul come siort of saivation ! rT Fal 


That is, if they were destitute of those yn 


unto you, this generation sball not pass till cllthese things j works which are sinful) in their nature, they will be reject- a 
be fulfilled.” Luke xxi. 22. “* For ra est Ihe the days of} ¢4 and excluded from glory! ‘ , re 
vengeance ; that all things which are written may be fal- shrist, we are gravely told, died for the whele world; ite 
filled.”’°—Verse 32. “*\ erily I say unto you, Lhis ginera-| bit the ciect only have any interestin Jesus! jhe gospel “yh 
tion shal! not pass away, till ALL be fulfilled.”” Mark xiii. | js glad tidings to all people, but it will increase the nasery iS 
30, the same. Curist declares, Matthew 24, 34. that be} of ajl the non-elect. Christ is the Saviour of the world, but =F 


‘ 
) 


would come in the glory of his Father during (/at genera-|41i who belong to the world will perish! All men may be 
toin. Inthe xxvth chapter, 31st verse, to the end, he de-| saved if they will, but God has fixed some in « ternal an- 
clares, ** When the Son of man shall come in his glory,” | cuish by an irrevocable decree ! ‘The damned willbe pun- 
certain things shall ‘take place. Can you prove that he| ished in the presence of the holy angels and in presence of a 
came, agreeably to his declaration in the xxivth chapter, | the. Lamb, for the wicked shall be banished from the -¥ 
previous to making his declaration in chapter xxvth, rela-| presence of God eternally ! In Adam all men died eter- 
tive to what he would do when he should come’ If not,| nally, and all this was executed in one day! Every sin is 
you must admit, that the xxivth chapter relates to the} infinite, but one infinite atonement cancels all the sins of 
time and manner of his coming ; and the xxvth chapter 07} the whole world; and this infinite atonement is made by 
tiie consequences ; or what be would do when he should] the human, that is, the finite nature of Jesus Christ! Ge 
come! ‘I'he reader will please to recollect, this is 2 PAR-| js just, and his justice requires the endless death of cvé 
ABLE. If taken literally, sheep and goats, and not men. | offender; therefore the elect will be saved! God is j 
are the parties concerned! Likewise, that natzons, not | and if he had been just with bis creatures, all would, ‘le 
individuals, are separated one from another. ere this, have been in irrecoverable ruin! lwfants 
Weare “ ready always to give an answer to every MAD | iotally corrupt, but are increasing in wickedness ev 
that asketh [us] a reason of the hope that is in [vs| With} moment! Every actof the unregenerate is sinful, the 
meckness and fear.” ; ra fore itis their duty to seek an interest in Christ! Ge 
HENRY FITZ. and he only, can change the hearts of sinners, therefore 
is their duty to change their own hearts! Every sin 
can repent of his sins, and glorify God, therefore God ¥ 
be glorified in the eternal suffering of bis creatures ! q 
What floods of confusion are here! That person whoa 
FOR TRE INQUIRER. can swallow down these, and an hundred other inconsisten= 
Wbsurditics and Contradictions. cies, is prepared to be the dupe of deluders, and the advo- “9 
cate forignorance. but such is the perversion of the gos= 7 
pei at the present day, that men are branded as infidels 
unless they will receive these inconsistencies as gospel 
truths, and feast upon absurdities too gross to bear a mo- 
ment’s consideration. From such inconsistencies, the 
Lord in mercy save us. 
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The doctrine of endless misery is fraught with all that 
: extravagant and irrational ; it is replete with contradic- 
tion and absurdity. It would be almost an endless em- 
ployment to enumerate all the follies attendant upon that 
scheme. Io this communication, I will notice a few of the 
many inconsistencies of which this system is composed. 


The advocates for this scheme suppose, or maintain, H-——n. 
that all men sinned in Adam, and became liable, or ex pos- = 
ed to all the horrors of an eternity of torture. But in the FOR TUE INQUIRER. 
same breath they tell us that all the elect were given to) The horse-leach hath two daughters, crying, Give, give. 
Christ, and were conscquently sure of salvation from eter-| There are three things, that are never satisfied, yea, four 


¢ 


endless death, when the salvation of the ELEcT has ever} Had the writer of Proverbs lived in these days, he would 
been sure? In the one sentence, they tell us, that ali are |have been able to add a fifth, to those things wH1cH say 
exposed to endless wretchedness, and is the other. that the| wor, 1T Is ENOUGH—(viz.) those missionary societies, 
elect never were thus expescd “who like a daughter of the LEACH, continually cry, GIVE: 


nity! ! Now, how is it possible that all are exposed to} things say not, It is enough.-—Prov. xxx. 15. 
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GIVE, and are never satisfied. Who suck, asit) A. Five acres of land, at $4 per acre, $20,00 
were, the life-blood of the people ; and while a; B. Withteam, 5days at 2 perday, 10,00 
cent can be obtained—or an hour’s labor—or any; C. 25 loads of manure at 1 per oad, 25,00 
thing which can be turned into money can be}  D. Seed-corn, furrowing, and planting, 7,00 
drawn from them, they are not contented. These; E. Hoeing frst time, with horse to 


remarks were produced by reading the following: plough, 12,00 
article in the Boston Recorder, a paper under! F. Do second do. do. 8,00 
Calvinistic influence.—It is contained in a kind of, G. Do. third do. do. 8,00 


Circular, addressed to the youngest E!der, or! H. To harvest.—l. to sell, &c. &e. 
Deacon, in every Christian church, where the! Now could any mao in his sober senses, ask 
Recorder is circulated—accompanied with a re-'individuals to do so much, in every town, parish, 
quest to printers of certain papers therein named, } precinct, &c.—Do we not here find a daughter of 
and others, to give the address one insertion, in!the Leacu, crying—Give,-give ? 
their religious publications. —Passing over the. | would indulge the hope that I am not alto 
introductory address, we present the arricte gether destitute of a proper regard and anxiety 
which embraces the mankhkow aod raryess of the for the happiness of my fellow beings, not only in 
writers zeal, | America, but in all parts of the world.—I behold 
“ The plan is simply this. ‘them as the workmanship of that God, ‘+ who has 
“ Deacon ———, is requested to take a paper, ;made of one blood, all nations of men, for to dwell 
and go with it to the most suitable person, and ask 0M all the face of the earth. I view them as the 
him if he will give the use of hve acres of land. children of one common Parent—-having all one 
to be cultivated for the use of the church. [Aj7 eer, even God, and cheerfully contribute my 
very modest demand, to be sure.] If this quan- mite, to extend the knowledge of the SomprTee, 
tity is too large, take asmalicr quantity. Go then! and the divine influence of the gospel to all the 
to B. and ask him to plough it; to C. and ask | World ; but in the anxiety to bless the world, ut 
him to give the manure for it ; to D. and ask him} @PPears contrary to the proper order of things, to 
to find seed, and plant it ; to E. and ask him to, Pas® by the objects immediately before us, who 
hoe the corn the first time ; to F. and ask him to; have the first claim upon our liberality and bene- 
hoe it the second time ;_ let G. hoe it again ; H. volence, and leave them to perish, while we ores 
gather the crop ; I. sell it, and pay over the mon- striving to save others at an immense distance. 
ey to the obrect of your choice. Why is it, (it may be asked,) that our bosoms 
r “TD. D.” glow with so much benevolence for the inhabit- 
ants of India, and the Islands of the sea, while we 
It is but a short time since one of those zealous’ are permiting so many amongst ourselves to per- 
friends to Missions, proposed to levy atythe orjish? And why is it, there should be so much beg- 
tax, upon the good people of the United States, of|ging for articles of clothing of all kinds, to send 
one-tenth of all they possessed, to aid the cause abroad, whilst inthe midst of us we see objects of 
of Missions, as it 1s called. Now eight or ten| pity and distress—destitute of comfortable cloth- 
persons in every parish, (where there isa Chris- !ing, and yet feel no disposition to relieve them ? 
tian church) throughout the Union, is to be call-|_ There appears something behind the curtain 
ed upon, to give land, or labor, in this cause.— directing in these affairs; some hidden motive for 
On reviewing these plans, they appear to be the all this zeal in the cause of Missions. Benevo- 
offspring of blind enthusiasm, and destitute of all lence and charity, those inestimable virtues,. are 
calculation as to probable success. held up, it is true, as pleading for the temporal 
Had the deviser of this last plan given himselfiand eternal welfare of the heathen—and many 
time to reflect, he would have discovered it was dismal calculations have been made as to the num- 
asking too much of individuals. Had he been an‘bers dying daily, and sinking into the depths of 
agriculturalist, or know much about the state or hell If benevolence produces these anxious 
anagement of farms generally, he must have’ feelings for those abroad—why should it be dead 
hown but very few farmerscould spare five acres ,to those at home ? God is without partiality, and 
f plough-land, suitable for corn, without depriv-| without hypocrisy. That spirit of benevoleace, 
ng himself of the necessary quantity of tillage therefore, which is of God, is universal ; it em- 





ok nd, needed for his own consumption ; and he braces all objects of distress ; it bestows upon all 


would have known furthermore, that from the!the sons of sorrow and want, and passes not over 
present state of the soil in New-England, but few'any. When, therefore, we discover this insatia- 
farmers could spare twenty-five loads of manure, ble desire to monopolize, not only the property 
the quantity necessary for five acres of land. _of the rich, but to grasp the hard earvings of the 


In order to show that the writer of this Circu-; poor —That cannot say, It is enough—That 
Jar 1s either very ignorant on these subjects—des- leaves the poor among us to perish, while it is 


titute of proper modesty, as a beggar—or, in a\ trying to effect something abroad—there is room 
state of religious lunacy, i present the following\to say, that notwithstanding all the professions 
amount, which he azks of each individual, 


and pretensions which have been made, that true 
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genuine benevolence is not the moying principle 
in the heart—nor is it an anxious regard for the 
eternal salvation of men. 

Setting aside what needs to be done, and what 
ought to be done first in our own country, if we 
should look at the number of Missionaries that 
have been sent abroad—their talents and abilities 
for the work, we should find additional reasons 
for believing. that something beside the salvation 
of men governed the heads of those missionary 
societies. {It may be said, as many have been 
sent as they had the meansto provide for.—I wish 
in reply to this, 1 could have the books of the se- 
veral banks in the principal towns in New-Eng- 
land before me, it is believed i could tell a tale 
that would put some to the blush. Any person 
who has observed passing events, must be sensi- 
ble that the money which has been collected by 
the numerous religious, and benevolent societies, 
(so called) is immense, for every means by which 
a cent could be drawn from rich or peor, has been 
tried, and has been attended with success. Has 
the money been expended annually, on its osten- 
sible objects? We suppose so—by the continual 
begging for money, for the same purposes. Many 
undoubtedly believe that what they gave last year, 
was laid out every cent of it, on the object for 


ES Oe 


our Priests did not keep a straight course. tn the 
beginning of their sermons they would represent 
our God to be, as he really is, ‘' altogether love- 
ly ;” but before they got through, they would 
kick this fabric over, and make him as much worse 
than the devil, as his power was greater. I cane 
into this country before | was one-and-twenly 
years of age, and my worthy grand-father under- 
standing how the ‘* young shoot was inclining,” 
got the Priest of my native town to address me on 
jthe subject. His letter was couched in mild and 
moderate language, and, principally, consisted of 
qnestions, respecting the doctrine of Universal 
Salvation,—and from the mauner it was written, I 
‘believe Mr. P. was himself in heart a believer in 
universal holiness and happiness. 

Yor may be assured | answered the letter :— 
but at that time | covld not quote and connect 
much scripture, and bad not read books on the 
subject, (indeed, 1 believe there was not many in 
circulation.) I therefore toek the Book of Na- 
ture, and natural reason, for my guide ; and my 
GRAND TEXT was this—‘ That fvo principles dia- 
metrecally opposite, could not always exist,’’ with- 
out making out two self-existent, co-existent Be- 
ings, equal in power ; which by no means would 
be admitted by any one. The devil then must be 





which it was given, and not having effected alijeither swallowed up tn victory, (annihileted.) or 
that was wished, when they hear the call, are wil-|abandon his evil ways, and be reinstated in his 
ling tu give again. —Thus are those who are dis-|former happiness. I had read Milton’s Paradise 
posed to be benevolent, made the dupes of the| Lost, and was then full of the idea of the devil's 


cunning and designing, who never can be satisfied,|being once an inhabitant of heaven, not aware 
or say, It is enough.—Should you consider this|that heaven must be a place of such purity that 
worthy a place in the Inquirer, I shall take the !sin could not be thought of as existing there. I 
liberty of offering a few more remarks, on the ob- | have since, however, thought better on that suk 


jects of these friends to Missions. 
L. D. M. 


FOR THE INQUIRER. 


The following extract from a letter received from a Sub- 
scriber in the northern part of Pennsylvania, who is a 


native of this county, shows the natural repugnance o 


an ingenuous mind to the abhorrent doctrines which are|my mind,) | have often wondered that | was ne 
dignified with the name of religion, and inculcated with |landed in Deism. 
a zeal worthy of a better cause, and at the same time into that principle for shelter, in consequence of 79 

the inconsistent character given to Almighty God, 


contains sonie useful hints, and just observations.—Ep. 


Sheshequin, March 27, 1822. 


Dear Sir and Brother. 
I have received the ten first numbers o 





ject. The Priest got my letter, and I heard 
more from him on the subject ; and whether 
was because he believed as I did or that he thoug 
me an Infidel, past relief, | know not. 

Having at this early period of my life but a hi 
torical knowledge of the scriptures, (excepti 
the explanations I got in the usual inconsiste 
‘dogmas of the Limitarians, which never satisfie 


by the partialists.. But 1 have reason to thank 
God, that from the two extremes, I found the true 
medium, and am now enjoying the true liberty of 
flihe gospel, which makes me free indeed : but 


the Religious Inquirer, and feel highly gratified |enough of this. 


with the contents—and shall encourage the work 


all in my power. I embraced the doctrine o 
Universal Salvation very young—before, in fact 


1 was much pleased with the manner the Meth- 
f| odists were treated, in your 10th No. of the In- 
.|guirer. I view them as the forerunners of the 


} knew the scriptures supported it so clearly and| gospel, in the present day, as John the Baptist 


so fully. 1 found evidence enough of the doctrine | was in the days of our Saviour. 


being true, in the book of nature ; and I though 
the Scriptures ought to be in harmony with it, i 
they hada divine origin. I was educated, how 
ever, under the Presbyterian discipline, bn 
sshen very young, | thought ! could discover tha 


The Jews were 
t|then cast out, that the Gentiles might be brought 
fjin. The Gentiles have since been cast out that 
-jall may be brought in together—both Jew and 
t}Gentile. And when our brethren, the Methodists, 
t}come to find out there is in reality no difference 





Thousands have been driyem™ 
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between 2 God that can save and will not. and one 
that woul! save but cannot, the gospal will rusn in 
upon them like ** the overflowing of many wa- 
ters.”” 


Kelignus Gnquirer. 
HARTFORD, SATURDAY, MAY 1), 


HERALD, 





ow 
iam. 





FROM THE GOSPEL 


RICH MAN AND LAZARUS. 
Concluded from page 102. 


‘And he said, Nay. Father Abrukam ; Lut is one 
went unto them from the dead. they will repent.’ 

‘¢ This is Hlustrative of a strong and prominent 
feature in the character of man. And although 
there are some who deny that a necessity, or even 
propriety ever existed, of any immediate reyela- 
tion from God to man, there are others, and by 
far the most numerous, who demand a new and 
more signal revelation from heayen, if possible. 
thanany yet madetoman, Why, say they, should 
we be called upon to believe the declarations of 
men, who have slumbered in the dust, during the 
revolutions of 30 many centuries ? Why not make 
io us, the same revelations, and the same commu- 
nications, which were made to the prophets and 
apostles?) Why demand of us, an implicit faith in 
traditionary testimony, when others have been 
favored with occular demonstration ? We an- 
swer—the ways of God, are to man, dark and mys- 
terious. And although we have abundant testi- 
mony in the Scriptures, to assure us that ‘ God is 
good to all, and his tender mercies are over all his 
works ;’ and the Jews in God’s own, and tne best 
time, will be brought in with the fulness of the 
Gentiles, still it is manifest, that the Gentiles in 
our day, possess asuperior and more incontesta- 
ble evidence of the truth of the Divine testimony, 
rom the very circumstance of the Jews every 
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ep accomplishment and fulfilment of the prophe- 
iS, in their dispersion, and the certain advent 
he Saviour of the world. It is worthy of re- 
rk, that if infidelity consisted in ignorance of, 
ead of denying the truth, that the human race, 
sse, would be infidels in their infancy, at 
God never requires impossibilities of man. 
let our sticklers for free agency, remember, 
Spiritual things are illustrated and explained 
natural things—and let our expositors of the 
"Scriptures, who are in the practice of tormenting 
Spiritual things, until all reason and analogy is 
hunted and expelied from their expositions, let 
them, too, remember, that if the evidence in one 
ease, was not as plain as it is in the other, and 
man under advantages to compare iruth and error, 
and receive, and reject, as evidence may author- 
ize, the error, that he never could suffer from any 
mistakes of his own making ; and that all attempts 
to set him right would be useless. 








here being living and unanswerable witnesses of| 


ith, 


SSiun, 


ne 
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aha & 
gn 
nd deliver them ;—that they, although 
y ected him at the time he did come, refus 

him, because he would not give them a tempo- 
ral sovereignty over the world, and enable them 
to lord and tyranmize over others. And this, 
when all the prophecies, in which they pretend- 
ed to believe and trust, represented him as a Say 

tour, instead of a Destroyer, and that peace, and 
not war, was the characteristic of bis kingdom. 
The Jews are not alone. How many !n our day 
reject the Saviour, who comes in ‘ 
will to man,’ and desire a destroyer, who walk 
sweep, with the besom of destruction. therr ene 

mies to hejl, and give them an exclusive comiu- 
ion! How unlike the subjects was such a king ° 
While peace, like a river, flowed in honeyed ac- 
cents from his mouth—while persuasion distilled 
from his lips—and heaven-born charity, in tones 
sweeter than angels sing, soothed the discordant 
passions which agitated the bosoms of his follow- 
ers, and love, Almighty love, encircled with rad: 

ent glory his hallowed brow—when the opening 
heavens witnessed the Divinity of his mission and 
proclaimed his authority, even then the Jews re- 
jected this testimony, and said, We will not have 
this man to reign overus! Let the Jews compare 
the prophecies with the acvent of Christ, and the 
testimony is so incontestably strong, that reason, 
as well as revelation, declares, ‘ If they hear not 
Moses and jhe prophets, neither will they be per- 
suaded, though one rose from the dead.” 

‘‘ It is proper to remark, that as the grave— 
(Hades) is introduced as the figure to illustrate 
the darkness of the minds of the Jews, and their 
blindness to the testimonies of ail the prophecies 
relative to Christ, so the rising from the dead, 1s 
figarative of a release from this state of darkness , 
and not, as many suppose, a literal coming back of 
a person from the world of spirits, and communi- 
cating to them the truth. ‘That they would not 
believe, though one literally rose from the dead, 
isafact. For Christ rose from the dead, and 
was seen of above five hundred after his resurrec- 
tion! And these very Jews so far from giving 
heed to this truth, actually denied that he rose at 
all! The rising from the dead, therefore, must 
be considered to have an exclusive reference to 
the deliverance of one of the Jews from this men- 
tal darkness ; and though one of them should see 
the truth, and communicate it to his brethren, 
they would not be persuaded, for they reject 
greater testimony by refusing their assent to Mo- 
ses (in whom they pretend to trust,) and to all 
the prophets. ‘This parable, therefore, was « 
prophecy of the then future state of the Jews, dur- 
ring their cast off state ; and with all the parables, 
was communicated by Christ to his disciples, that 
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they might understand the things of his kingdom, 
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aad by these extra and incontestable evidences, past finding out! For who hath known the mind 
grow strong in the faith, and in the knowledge ofthe Lord ? or who hath been his counseljor ? 


of ‘our L yr Jesus Christ.’ 


‘The reader, by re-'Or who hath first given to him, and it shall be re- 


‘lecting a moment, willsee the force of these re- compensed unto him again? For of him, and 


caarks. For the Jews denying that the Gentiles throngh him, and to him, are all things ; 
have any correct knowledge of the Scriptures, be glory fcr ever. 


would place more confidence in the testimony of 


to whom 
Amen. 
‘* We conclude our exposition of this interest: 


one of their own nation, than in all the Gentiles ing chapter, with the words of the Apostle, (Rom. 


put together ! 
God against themselves ; and are in consequence 
shut up in unbelief. ‘until the fulness of the 


But they rejected the counsel of xu. 1, 5.) * | beseech you. therefore, brethren, 


by the mercies [not the threatenings] of God, that 
ve present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, ac- 


Gentiles shall come in, when all Israel shall be ceptal ble unto God, which 1s your reasonable ser- 


saved.’ 

‘* Romans ix. 7—-12, is illustrative of this truth, 
that the Jews shall all be restored, and received | 
toheaven. The Apostle in the 7th verse, says, 
** Israel hath not obtained that which he seeketh 
ior; but the election hath obtained it and the rest 
were blinded.’ (Query. ‘ All are not Israel, 
that are of Isracl.’ Let the Calvinist tell who 
are Israel here!) What did ¢ Israel seek for ?” 
Answer. Righteogsness by, and under the law ! 
‘ Bat the election hath obtained it, and the rest 
were blinded.’ Whowere the ‘rest,’ who were 
‘ blinded ?? Answer. The non-elect ! Dispute 
this who can! Now the 8th verse declares, that 
they, in contradistinction to the elect, have ‘ the 
spirit of slumber, eyes that they should not see, 
and ears that they should not hear. And David 
saith, &c. and bow down their back alway. I say 
then, Have they stumbledthat they should fall ? 
God forid ; but through their fall salvation is 
come unto the Gentiles, &. Now if the fall of 
them be the riches of the world, and the dimin- 
ishing of them the riches of the Gentiles; How 
much more their fulness ?? Again, See 25th and 
26th verses. ‘For | would not, brethren, that 
ye should be ignorant of this mystery, {until then 
a secret,] lest ye should be wise in your own con- 
ceits, that blindness in part hath happened to Is- 
rael, until the fulness of the Gentiles be come in, 
and so all Israel shall be saved; as it is written, 
There shall come out of Sion the Deliverer, and 
he shall turn away ungodliness from Jacob. For 
this is my covenant unto them, when I shall take 
away theirsins. As concerning the Gospel, they 
are enemies for your sakes ; but as touching the 
election, beloved, for the Fathers’ sakes.’ 27th 
and 28th verses.—Here is an Universal and Un-|n 
conditional Salvation. The ‘ rich man in hell,’ is 
delivered. Here the whole plan of salvation is 
explained! and explained, too, in langnage as 
clear as the noon-day sun. ‘For the gifts and 
calling of God are without repentance. For as ye 
in times past have not believed God, yet have now 
obtained mercy through their unbelief ; even so 
have these also now not believed, that through 
your mercy they also may obtain mercy. For 
God hath concluded them all in unbelief, that he 
might have mercy upon all. Othe depth of the 
riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God ! 


vice [For] We being many are one body in Christ, 
and every one members one of another.’ ” 


CALVINISM. 
(Concluded from page 103.) 


Ona careful review of the five articles we have 
examined, the conclusion to be drawn is this.— 
Salvation is entirely independent of any works, 
that can be, or are performed by the creature in 
this life ; and eternal misery is, also, out of his 
power toavoid, by any acts of opepience. The 
whole is altogether according to the eternal pur- 
poses of God, formed long before man had an ex 
istence. 

Now notwithstanding, both life and death are. 
according to the eternal and irrevocable decree 
of God ; it is contended that man is as much the 
subject of exhortations, waRNINGS, and THKEATEN- 
incs, as though no such decree existed. We are 
told that there is an EVANGeLICaL Decker. Which 
is, for instance, that if Peter does not REPENT af 
BELIEVE, and persevere unto the end. he shall 
be saved, but shall infallibly be damned.— 
there is an assOLUTE wECRee that Peter shall 
pent, believe, persevere unta the end, and 
saved. 

In further illustrating this point, let us supp 
Peter, according to this absolute decree, ELEGY 
before the foundation of the world in Christy 
be erFicacrousiy redeemed by the blood of 
Cross—effectually called and regenerated by f 
Spirit, and upheld by the ounipovenr hand of 


tem, will not suffer him finally to fall away and 6 


name of God, of the Lord Jesus Christ, and of the 
Holy Angels, to be faithful, to persevere unto the 
end, to endeavor to make his calling and election 
sure—as though all depended upon his own exer- 
tions. —He is to be warned, of the awful conse- 
quences of not attending to Christian duties, and 
of the miseries that await the neglect of the Chris- 
tian virtues.—All this is to be done in godiy sin- 
cerity for the salvation of Peter’s soul, while it is 
fally understood, that he cannot fail of doing those 
things, nor is it possible for him to fall away and 
be lost. 
On the other hand, the Non-ELecT are consid- 





How unsearchable ¢re his judgments, and his ways 


ered to be the subjects of invitation. Thus ad- 
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hovah, who, in faithfulness to his own divine s $ 's 


for ever lost ; yet Peter is to be exhorted in he 
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mitting Judas to be a reprobate, passed by, and 
oxDAINéD to dishonor and wrath, before earth’s 
foundation was laid, consequently not redeemed 
by the blood of Christ.—Totally depraved, and 
who, according to the secret absolute decree of 
God, never will, nor can be sanctified by the spirit 
of God ; nevertheless, he is invited to participate 
of the blessings of the gospel. To beiieve in 
hrist and be saved ; yea, although he is repro- 
bated by an absolute and irrevocable decree, we 
are told that God lovingly invites, and calls upon 
him to believe and repent, exhorts him, and even 
entreats him, by his embassadors, to be reconciled 
to God ; to turn from his evil way, and live. Al- 
during him to do so by hopes of pardon and salva- 
tion, if he will hearken to God’s call, and persuad- 
ing him, by the miseries he wiil incur if impeni- 
tent, not to neglect so great salvation. All this 
God is said te do, although he has rendered the 
damnation of Judas a certain and infallible event. 

That wind must be surrounded with worse than 
Egyptian darkness, that does not discover the hy- 
pocrisy and deceit charged upon the Father of 
mercies, by this system. Binding all things fast 
by the tron cHain of irrevocable decrees, and 
then, holding out to his helpless creatures the 
idea, of responsibility for their actions, and at the 
<lose of the great prama, when he consigns a large 
portion of his own offspring to eternal tortures, 
will lay the whole upon their shoulders, and for- 
mally tell them, it is their own fault—as his abso- 
Jute decree being a secret to them, could have no 
binding iafluence upon them. 

There is one thing more to be noticed. The 
advocates of this absurd system, profess to believe 
in aday ofjudgment. A day in which the whole 
- human race will be assembled before the bar of 
pod, and every man be rewarded according to his 
orks. But how can aman be rewarded accord- 
gto his works, without a violation of the abso- 
e decrees of God ; who hath ELectep a certain 
mber of the human race unto eternal life, with- 
t the least foresight of faith, good works, or any 
dition, performed by the creature. Again, 
e ask, how a manean be rewarded according to 

fis works, when it is said “‘ That by Adam’s fall, 
his posterity lost their free will, being put to an 


F unavoidable necessity to do, or not to do, wheth- 


er it be good or evil ; being thereunto predesti- 
nated by the ETERNAL and EFFECTUAL SECRET DE- 
cree of God.”—Synod of Dort, Art. 3. 

It would be difficult to see the necessity for, or 
to discover the propriety of a day of judgment 
hereafier, ifall things relative to man’s salvation, 
or damnation, were determined and fixed in the 
counsels of heaven before the foundation of the 
world ; the number of the elect being so definite- 
ly fixed, that not one, more or less, can be saved 
or lost, and this without the exercise of faith, or 
the practice of good works.—T his day of jndgment 
then, must be a complete farce. He that is ad- 
mitted to eternal joys, being elected to that end 





before he was born. And he who is damned, be- 
ing consigned to that end, in the determination of 
God, long before he existed. It 1s believed that 
the execr will be called, sanctified, and regene- 
rated before they die—consequently will at death, 
wing their way to the regions of eternal blessed- 
ness, while the non-:LEcT, remaining impenitent, 
and dying in astate of alienation, will sink down 
into the regions of woe. After enjoying heaven, 
or experiencing the misery of the damned, for 
several thousand years, according to the eternal 
will and assignment of heaven, they are to be 
brought together to judgment—or in other words, 
to be tried, and rewarded according to their 
works. Yet all are saved or damned not accord- 
ing to their works, but according to him, who for 
his own cLory hath foreordained whatsoever 
comes to pass. This is solemn mockery. Yet 
how often is good sense insulted with the state- 
ment, that God is pleased to pass by the non-elect 
and leave them to perish in their sins, according 
to his eternal purposes, and yet man may be say- 
ed if he will. God has decreed that be shal! per- 
ish ; and yet it is his own fault if he ts misera- 
ble. 

The five articles of Catvinism, which are the 
same in spirit, as those passed in the Synod of 
Dort, form the basis of the faith of several deno- 
minations, who differ in regard to certain modes 
of worship, forms of baptism, and the subjects of 
baptism ; some considering that adults only are 
the proper subjects of baptism, as the command 
is, Repent, and be baptized ; conceiving as in- 
fants are not capable of exercising faith, or expe- 
riencing repentance, they cannot be fit subjects for 
this ordinance. On the ground of usconditional 
election, as all the eiect are subjects of this bap- 
tism, a portion of infants being among the chosen, 
are undoubtedly entitled to this ordinance. It is 
true, that some difficulty may arise as to distin- 
guishing the elect from the non-elect, as God has 
not been pleased to put on them any distinguish- 
ingmark. Yet afterall, it appears rather singu- 
lar to see the believers of this system at variance 
on this external ordinance, and refusing to com- 
mune with each other on this account, when it 
can make no possible difference, whether a per- 
on is baptized or not—salvation being according 
to the predestination of God, without reference to 
faith or good works.—The advocates of this sys- 
tem have been in the habit of telling us, that 
MILLIONS Of inrants who have scarcely breathed 
the vital air, are in he!l.—These assertions, God 
be thanked, are becoming less common. Minis- 
ters are now willing to leave them in the hands 
of a mexcirut Gop ; but even this is in violation 
of their own system, for if election and reproba- 
tion be true, according to their views, millions of 
infants must bein hell. Why they, inthese latter 
days, should be ashamed, or afraid to acknowledge 
and defend their own system of faith, according 





to its ancient purity, we leave with them to say. 
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We now take our leave of this system, which | 


we view as the most absurd, God-dishonoring, 
and heart-withering doctrine, that ever was de- 
vised by man. Its contradictions and absurdities 
prove that it cannot be of God.—lts partiality 
shows that it coul¢ not originate in heavenly wis- 
dom, for the wisdom which is from above is with- 
out PARTIALITY, and the onmerciful cruelty dis- 
played through the whole of it, evinces that he, 
who formed this system, was a stranger to divine 


BENEVOLENCE, or heaven born cHaAkiTY. 
od 





THE USE OF REASON IN RELIGION. 
Although it is a serious charge made against Universal- 
ssts, Unitarians, and other liberal Christians, that they! 


make too much use of reason, in the discovery and under- | 





standing of the truths of revelation, thereby rendering’ 
christianity reasonable, and divesting it of its mysteries, 
and unintelligible dogmas ; yet it will hardly do at the pre- 
sent day, to urge this objection, in the same anqualified 
terms that was formerly doné.—Few are bold enough new, 
openly to proscribe reason, as an “ impertinent meddler 
with the gospel.” The following extract from the “ Uni- 
tarian Miscellany,”’ affords a striking evidence of the sen- 
timents which prevailed upon this subject less than half a 
century since, and of the asperity felt by the clergy to- | 
wards Mr. Locks, in consequence of his extraordinary | 
exertions in rescuing the buman understanding from the | 
thraldom and degradation of priestcraft, superstition, and 





scholastic subtleties.—It is not a subject of surprise, that: 
those who got their living by enslaving the minds of others, showed through the whole history of the Evange 
and keeping up a system of delusion which could only be} ists and the Acts. 
maintained by degrading the rational powers, and the that there was any other doctrine, upon their 


prevalence of ignorance and credulity, should have enter- 
tained an implacable animosity towards a man who has 
contributed more than any other, to break the fetters of the 
human mind, and restore Reason to its proper dignity and 
dominion. 


‘‘In the year 1781, a book was published in 
England by a Mr. Milner, deploring the calamities 
which were about to come upon the world, by in- 
troducing human reason into religion. Mr. Locke 
is made the great offender, and io alluding to him, 
the writer utters the following lamentations :— 
‘Reason has impertinently meddied with the gos- 
pel, and that with such overbearing credulity, as 
to darken it more and more ; and rivers of tears 
would not suffice to bewail the increase of moral 
misery, which, since Mr. Locke’s time, has per- 
vaded these kingdoms.’ And again ; ‘it was Mr. 
Locke, who first, unhappily, gave reason leave to 
intrude herself into the secrets of Christianity.’ ”’ 


That the reader may see what the sentiments of Mr. 
Locke were, which gave such great offence and alarm to 
this pious Divine, and also to show the liberal and rational 
views of this truly great and good man, we subjoin the 
following extract from Locke's “ Reasonableness of Chris- 
tianity.”? 


He states ‘** that above threescore years after 
our Saviour’s passion, St. John knew nothing else 
required to be believed for the attaining of life, 
but that ‘ Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God,’ ”’ 
and then goes on to add the following words :— 

‘** To this it is likely it will be objected by some 
that to believe only that Jesus of Nazareth is the 
Messiah, is but an historical, and not a justifying, 
or saving faith. 




































































‘* To which I answer, that I allow to the ma- 
kers of systems and their followers, to invent and 


use what distinctions they please. and to call things ‘a 
by what names they think fit. But I cannot allow B,) 
to them, or to any man, an authority to make a re- | 
ligion for me, or to alter that which God hath re- 


vealed. And if they please to call the believing i 
that, which our Saviour and his Apostles preach- ae 
ed, and proposed alone to be believed, an histor- me 
ical faith, they have their hberty ; but they must oe) 
have a care, hew they deny itto be a justifying or | 
saving faith, when our Saviour and his Apostles ' 
have declared it so to be, and taught no other, 
which men should receive, and whereby they 
should be made believers unto eternal life ; unless 
they can so far make Lold with our Saviour, for 
the sake of their beloved systems, as to say, that 
he forgot what he came into the world for, and 
that he and his Apostles did not instruct people 
right in the way and mysteries of salvation. 

‘* For this is the sole doctrine pressed and re- 
quired to be believed in the whole tenor of our 
Saviour’s and his Apostles’ preaching, we hav 


And I challenge them to sh¢ 


sent to which, men were pronounced believers: 
unbelievers, and accordingly received into 
‘church of Christ, as members of his body, as 
as mere believing could make them so ; or 
kept outofit. This was the only gospel arti 
of faith, which was preached auto them. Ar 
nothing else was preached every where, the Ag 
tle’s argument will hold against any other arti 
of faith to be believed under the gospel. * Hol 
shall they believe that whereof they have ni 
heard ” Rom. x. 14. For to preach any other 7 
doctrines necessary to be believed, we do not find 7 
that any body was sent.’’ Reasonableness of Chris “| 
tianity ; Works, vol. vii. p. 102. ‘ 


From Benedict's History of the Baptists. 





RETRIBUTION. 

During the reign of Henry VIII. in England, 
the Anabaptists were persecuted, and two of con- 
siderable eminence, namely, Joan Boucher, (com- 
monly called Joan, of Kent,) and George Van 
Pare, a Dutchman, were committed to the flames. 
It is related, that ‘ a person, supposed to be Fox, 
the author of the book of Martyrs,) earnestly en- 
treated the famous John Rodgers, who was after- 
wards barnt at Smithfield. to nse bis interest with 
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the Archbishop to save the poor woman from the 
cruel death to which she had been doomed — But} 
Rodgers answered, That burning alive was no 
crael death, but was easy enough. Fox, astonish. | 
ed at such an answer, replied, ‘* Well, perhaps tt 
may so happen that you yourselves shall have your | 
hands full of this mild burning.’ And so it came} 
to pass - for Rodgers was the first man who was | 
burned in Queen Mary’s reign. 


Along Journey, and strange Climate. 
We extract the following from an old orthodox 
book, entitled “ The Practice of Piety.’ It will! 
be a treat to the lovers of fire and brimstone, and| 
sufficiently disgusting to the rational and humane, | 
without comment. 
** From this judgment-seat thou must be thrust 
by angels, together with all the damied devils and 
reprobates, into the bottomless lake of utter dark- 
ness, that perpetually burneth with fire and brim- 
stone ; into which bottomless lake, after thou art 
ence plunged, thou shalt ever be falling 
down, and never meet a bottom! And in it thou 
shalt ever lament, and none shall pity thee , 
thou shalt always weep for pain of the fire! 
wnd yet gnash thy teeth for the extremity of the! 
COLD 8 r21i"” 
N.Y. Gospel Herald. 


PARABLE. 

The following beautiful parable, written by Dr. Franklin, 
illustrates the liberal and benevolent views of that great 
man, and his happy manner of communicating his 
thoughts ; and contains a useful moral which might be 
profitable to many of the present aze. 


i. And it came to pass, after these things, that Abra- 
ham sat in the door of his tent, about the going down of tine 
gun. 

2. And beheld, a man bent with age, coming from the 
way of the wilderness, leaning on a stall. 

3. And Abraham rose and met him, and said unto him, 
sTurn in, | pray thee, and wash thy feet, and tarry all 
ight ; and thou shalt arise early in the morning, and go 
b thy way. 





INQUIRER 


11. And God said, have I borne with him these bundred 
and ninety and eight years, and nourished tnm. ar: 
clothed bim, notwithstanding his rebellion against me, ani! 
couldst not thou, who art thyself a sinner, bear with hii 
one night? 

12. And Abraham said, Let not the anger of my Lord 
wax hot egainst Lis servant; lo, [have sinned, forgive m 
i pray thee. 

15. And Abraham arose, and went forth into the wil- 
derness, and diligently sought for the man, and found him, 
and returned with him to the tent ; and when he had eén- 
treated him kindly, he sent him away on the morrov 
with gifts. 

14. And God spake again unto Abraham, saying, For 
tivis thy sin thy seed shall be aiflicted four hundred years in 
a strange land. 

15. But for thy repentance, will I deliver them, and they 
shall come forth with power, and with gladness of heart 
antt with much substance. 

From the London Universalist Miscellaivy 

RESIGNATION. 
O, as it pleases thee, thou Pow’r supremc, 
To drive my bark through life’s more rapid stream, 
If lov’ ring storms mv destin’d course attend, 
And ocean rage till this black voyage end, 
Let ocean rage, and storms indignant roar, 
I bow submissive, and resign’d adore. 
Resign'd adore, in various changes t'd, 
‘by own lov’d Son my anchor and my guid: 
Xesicn’d adore whate’er thy will decree, 
My faith in Jesus, and my hope in Thee ; 
And humbly wait, till, through a sea of woe 
1] reach the wish’d for harbour of repose. 
tte 


DIED. 

In Stoughton, Mass. on Wednesday the Ist inst. Mrs 
Ifor ron, consort of Mr. Samuel Horton, aged 42. In the 
death of this much respected and amiable woman, her hus- 
band, surrounded with a large family, ia left to lament tie 
loss of one, endeared to him by the gentleness of her dis- 
position, and her unwearied attention to the happiness of 
her family. During a long protracted sickness which she 
endured with christian fortitude, her friends had the conso 
lation of sceing her supported by the divine influence of 
the gospel, and submissively resigning herself, amidst the 
severe trials she had to encounter, to the wil! of her heav- 
ly Father. ‘Trusting to the goodness and mercy of God, 
as manifested in Christ, she embraced, inthe fulness of 
faith, the salvation of all mankind, and having ficd tor re- 
fuge to her Redeemer, and laid hold of the hope set before 











4, And the man said, Nay, for I will abide under this 
ce. 

5. But Abraham pressed him greatly ; so he turned, and 
hey went into the tent; and Abraham baked unleavened 
pad. and they did eat. 

6. And when Abraham saw, that the man blessed not 
pod, he said unto him, Wherefore dost thou not worship 
ie most high God, creator of heaven and earth ? 

7. And the man answered and said, 1 do not worship 


i thy God, neither do [ call upon his name ; for! have made 
to myself a God, which abideth always in my house, and | 


provideth rae with all things. 

8. And Abraham’s zeal was kindied against the man, 
and he rose, and fell upon him, and drove him forth with 
blows into the wilderuess. 

9. And God called unto Abraham, saying, Abraham, 
where is the stranger ? 

10. And Abraham answered and said, Lord, he would 
not worship thee, neither would he call upon thy name, 


therefore have [ driven him out from before my face into! 


the wildernese. 


her in the promise of God, she sunk to rest in peace. 

| In Windsor, on the 19th ult. ABEL STRONG, aged 70,~ 
\for many years a deacon in the 3d Baptist Chureh in thet 
| place. 


NOTICE. 

For sale at this office—A Serison, by the Rev. Thomas 
| Gross, of Lisle, N.Y. From Matthew xxv. 45.—‘* 4nd 
\these shall go away into everlasting punishment, but the 
\7eghteous into life eternal. 

Mr. Carrique’s Review of a Sermon designed to refute 
the doctrine of Universal Salvation. 


—ALSO— 
A Sermon on the Sin against the Holy Ghost, delivered 


in the city of Albany, by the Rev. G. B. Lisher, from 
Mat. xii. 31, 32. 
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